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ISSUED FROM THE OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR 


APRIL MEETINGS 


A symposium on the "Acquisitions Policy of the National 
Medical Library" will be held in Library Hall, Armed Forces 
Medical Library, on Thursday, 12 April, beginning at 9:30 in 
the morning. All available seats for this meeting have al- 
ready been allocated, 

On Friday, 13 April, the Armed Forces Medical Library 
Advisory Group will meet at the Library at 9:30 a.m. for the 
second meeting of the current fiscal year. 


EXHIBIT 


"Relatively few men may see at first hand, with clarity 
and completeness, the exquisitely wrought structure of phar- 
maceutical science upon which reputable drugs solidly rest. 
This modern structure is erected by hands and tools from 
many fields. For general practitioners of pharmacy or medi- 
cine, immersed in the urgent task of ministering to the ill, 
the majestic pattern of research may be distorted by time, 
Space and a hurried glance. . ." (Journal of the American 
Pharmaceutical Association 8:106 (March) 1947). In line with 
this principle the March exhibit traced the development of 
Reserpine from its origin in ancient Indian herbal medicine 
to its present scientific use as an important tranquilizer 
and anti-hypertensive agent, and the April exhibit is devot- 
ed to Medical Botany, Mrs. Margaret S. Wilson prepared the 
exhibit on Reserpine; the April exhibit on Medical Botany 
Was assembled by Miss Ellen Mayeux. 


Reserpine, Samples of the drug and of the root of Rau- 
wolfia vomitoria, from which Reserpine is extracted, were 
shown through the courtesy of the Division of Medicine and 
Public Health of the Smithsonian Institution. A book on the 
life of Leonhard Rauwolf, the 16th century botanist, physi- 
cian and explorer for whom the plant is named, and portraits 
of some of the important investigators and their publica- 
tions were included. Photographs of steps in the commer- 
cial production of Reserpine, and of animal experimentation, 
helped to exhibit the chemistry, pharmacology and clinical 
use of the drug. Ciba Pharmaceutical Products, Incorporated, 
kindly supplied several of the photographic prints displayed 
in the exhibit on Reserpine. 








Printing cost borne by the FRIENDS of the Armed Forces Medical Library. 
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Glimpses of Medical Botany. From the earliest times 
man has found medical uses for many of the plants which sur- 
round him, This exhibit provides a brief excursion into the 
manner in which he has recorded his knowledge of the medica] 
virtues of plants, Robert T. Gunther's The Greek Herbal of 
Dioscorides (1934) is an example of the translation of an 
early manuscript herbal, The Herbal of Rufinus (13th Cen- 
tury), a facsimile of the Aztec Herbal (1552), and John Ger- 
ard's Herball (1579) are further examples of man's continued 
interest in the therapeutic value of plants; all of these 
works are in the descriptive phase of medical botany, Many 
old herbals contain descriptions of plants which have been 
used medicinally through the centuries and which are still 
listed in the modern national pharmacopoeias, where descrip- 
tion has given way to the classification and analysis of the 
plants. Textual evidence of this is displayed, with refer- 
ences to the Aloe genus of plants forming a specific example, 
Later publications are in the exhibit, including the classic 
work of William Withering, An Account of the Foxglove (1785), 
John Stephenson's and J.M. Churchill’s Medical Botany (1834), 
and a selection of modern books, periodicals and journal ar- 
ticles devoted to the subject. 


Librarians of the AFML. The second of the semi-perma- 
nent exhibits has been set up; it commemorates’ the 17 men 
who have served, under varying titles, as librarian of the 
Armed Forces Medical Library, the Army Medical Library, and 
the Library of the Surgeon-General's Office. A panel shovw- 

















ing the various homes of the Library since its founding, in-[ 


cluding a sketch. of the proposed new building, was built for 
this exhibit by the Medical Museum, 


The most famous man of the group is, of course, 
John Shaw Billings. But other distinguished officers have 
held the title. Major Walter Reed (1902) died of appendici- 
tis soon after his appointment as Librarian; Generals Winter 
(1918-19) and Noble (1919-24) had helped to clean up the 
Canal Zone under Gorgas and cared for the sick and wounded 
in World War I under Pershing; General (then Major) Hume 
(1932-36) fought typhus epidemics in the Balkans in World 
War I, in Italy in World War II, and was Chief Surgeon, Army 
Forces Far East, during the Korean War; Colonel McNinch 
(1946-49) was Chief of Preventive Medicine in the Far East 
during and after the Korean War. 


DISTINGUISHED VISITORS 


On 14 February 1956 Major General Ss. B. Hays, Surgeon 
General of the Army, Rear Admiral B. W. Hogan, Surgeon Gen- 
eral of the Navy and Chief of the Bureau of Medicine and 
Surgery, and Major General W. H. Powell, Jr., Deputy Surgeon 
General of the Air Force, visited the Armed Forces Medical 
Library and toured the building with the Director, General 
Hays was accompanied by Colonel Joseph H, McNinch former 
Director of the Library and now Chief of the Personnel Divi- 
sion of the Office of the Surgeon General of the Army. 
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WHAT DO LIBRARIANS DO? 


The reports of operating divisions of the Armed Forces 
Medical Library, submitted monthly to the Office of the Di- 
rector, provide fascinating bits of information and furnish 
an idea of the range and multiplicity of activities which go 
on in a research library -- a whole world of matters seldom 
conveyed in more formal reports and papers. Herewith we 
share with our readers segments of reports of a recent month 

Administration, . . On the basis of a review of the 
revised procedure for purchase of medical books and periodi- 
cals, it is evident that further modification must be sought 
The backlog generated by the newly required procedures is 
growing despite overtime projects... The backlog of photo- 
duplication orders resulting from the breakdown of the con- 
tinuous processing equipment, along with the increase in or- 
ders received, presented a difficult problem, Mr. Emerson 
Turner rebuilt the take-up rollers and managed to repair the 
machine well enough to conduct operations, With the equip- 
ment rolling, overtime authorized, and hard work, the back- 
log was cleared away. The total requests processed repre - 
sented an increase of 59% over the preceding month,., 

Acquisitions, .. It is the practice of the Serials 
Section to have photostats made of the covers of serials in 
Oriental languages the first time an issue of a title is ac- 
quired, It was thought that an index in sheet form of these 
titles, by the characters appearing on the covers, would 
greatly facilitate the mail sorting and subsequent entry by 
checker in the Serial Record. A start was made with Chinese 
serials; the Chinese characters were copied onto sheets in 
order of the Wade-Giles system of transcription. Since some 
of the titles had the Chinese characters running in reverse 
order, these were repeated. After each of the titles in 
Chinese characters Mr. Murayama of the Catalog Division pro- 
vided transliterated and translated titles. Two copies of 
the index were made; one copy is for the mail sorter who 
will write the transliterated title on the Chinese serial 
piece immediately on finding the title represented in this 
index, and the other copy is for the Serials Section refer- 
ence shelf. Those who have used the list have found it to 
be quite helpful... 

Cataloging. .. At the end of the month only 8 trays 
of cards for the 1955 AFML Catalog remained to be edited. 
Copy for the introductory pages was forwarded during the 
month; page proof of this material should be received soon. 
The Chief attended six meetings of the group of librarians 
and position classifiers which is preparing the final draft 
of the librarian specifications for submission to the Civil 
Service Commission... Revision of the AML Classification is 











progressing. Four fifths of the class schedules has been 
reviewed, and three fourths of the review of the index has 
been accomplished... The interim binding contract [in lieu 


of the earlier defaulted contract] brought in 1,060 volumes 
in one lot; 700 of these were checked on Saturday overtime, 
and early the next week the remaining 360 books were check- 
ed, plating was completed, and records cleared. A second 
delivery of another 700 volumes was made at the end of the 
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month, so that only 200 more volumes remain to be delivered 
[on the interim contract]... 

History of Medicine, . . How to divide the reference 
collection between Washington and Cleveland without serious- 
ly weakening the resources of both parts of the Library is a 
problem with which the AFML and HMD have been wrestling for 
years. No perfect solution seems to exist, short of dupli- 
cating all reference tools wanted in both places, Within 
the last few months ‘earlier principles governing the trans- 
fer of books from Washington to Cleveland have been reviewed 
and clarified; the result is a few simple but basic ruleg 
which are acceptable at both ends of the line, and which 
will guide future requests for transfer... The outstanding 
acquisition of the month was the 1505 edition of Beroaldo's 
Opusculum de terremotu et pestilentia... 

Indexing. . . During the month citations for 432 arti- 
cles from 51 journals were sent to the East European Acces- 
sions List, and 340 articles from 22 journals were sent to 
the Monthly List of Russian Accessions; a total of 772 arti- 
cles from 73 journals, or approximately 10% of all material 
subject-headed this month... The editing of the approximate- 
ly 1,700 entries for the Bibliography of Medical Reviews has 
proven to be a formidable task. Present plans call for the 
assembly of the manuscript next month with a good possibil- 
ity still remaining that BMR will appear in May as origin- 
ally planned... Conferences on matters pertaining to the 
format of the Supplementary Series of the Index-Catalogue 
are in the offing... 133 portrait cards were sent to the 
Art Section during the month... 

Reference. . . The final stages of the work of putting 
the microfilm collection in order and working out its future 
handling are underway... The Index Division contributed 22 
hours of typing time to us, and we contributed 38 hours of 
indexing time to them... The work schedule of one profes- 
sional staff member has been adjusted to permit attendance 
at a course in organic chemistry held at Howard University 
at 4:30 p.m. on Tuesdays and Fridays... Fifty manhours were 
spent during the month on identification of interlibrary 
loan requests... One reference assistant continues to spend 
half time on the preparation of a bibliography on the physi- 
ological éffects of jet vibration... Information relating to 
vital statistics in Ceylon, The Netherlands, Panama, India, 
Korea, and Costa Rica was supplied in answer to telephoned 
requests... 




















AWARDS TO STAFF MEMBERS 


Three members of the AFML staff have received awards 
recently, through the Army's Incentive Awards Program, for 
sustained superior performance of duties. They are: Miss 
Mae J. Surtz, History of Medicine Division; Miss Eleanor R, 
Hasting, Catalog Division; Mr. Stanley Jablonski, Index Div- 
ision. Miss Surtz also received a rating of "Outstanding" 
for work performance, and Mr.Jablonski was given a Meritori- 
ous Civilian Service Award for his initiative in compiling 4 
comprehensive bibliography of Slavic medical bibliographies, 











